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After a thief held a lit cigarette to the
eyes of a man with learning difficulties,
officers from Northamptonshire Police
feared they'd never catch the culprit.
There was no CCTV footage of the
attack. no usable DNA evidence at the
crime scene and no other witnesses.
So in an effort to turn over a new
lead, investigating officers called in
forensic artist Janet Richardson, who
‘worked with the victim to produce

exclusively on the strength of jJanet's
drawing. He was jailed for four years.

A FORENSIC ARTIST IN ACTION

We put forensic artist Janet
Richardson to the test to see
how accurate her interviewing
and sketching skills really are.
Throughout this test Janet wasn't
allowed to see the photograph of
our “suspect” |a model, pictured
right| and had to rely on a verbal
description from a "witness".

END RESULT

however he was quite clear about
the distinguishing features like the
suspect's ears, facial hair and defined
cheekbones. When you compare the
photo and sketch, the similarities
are clear. Even some of the more

Janet says: "The witness had real
trouble describing the suspect’s hair,

subtle features - like the arched
eyebrow and furrowed forehead -
come across. You've got to bear
in mind that this is supposed to
be a type likeness rather than an
exact portrait.”
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My team have used forensic artists on a number of
occasions and we've had some really good results. There
was one street robbery case in which an officer recognised
the suspect from the artist’s sketch and we went on to
arrest and convict the individual.

‘We're using a forensic artist at the moment, in fact, in
a cash-in-transit robbery case. We appealed for witnesses
in the local press and several members of the public have
come forward to help put sketches together.

It can be so much more effective having an
picture of a suspect. But you have to be really careful,
only use trained artists and work within strict guidelines,




A computer image produced by officers. The image that | had produced
forensic artist Steve Driver from West ‘was an excellent likeness of one of
Yorkshire Police helped to catch a ‘these men. * 7_ 9 8
paedophile prison warder last year. “When his background was
John David Hall, 35, from Wakefield, investigated allegations of rape )
raped four women and assaulted a and abuse were
$ series of teenage girls. 5ome of his The court found him guilty last year
'victims said Hall claimed to be a police and he was sentenced to life.
officer and used his prison uniform and “When you get a result like this 7
1 7 identity card to lure them inta his car it can be incredibly satisfying.”
- bbefore he attacked them.
Steve said: "I worked with one of 9
Hall's victims, a 12-year-old who was
artacked on New Year's Eve 2004 and 4
using E-Fit and Photoshop software | -
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If you're considering using a
forensic artist it's important to
bear the following points in mind:
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THE FUTUI OF THE ELECTRONIC PHOTOFIT? 8

A new software package calied
EigenFit (pictured). which is being
trailed by forensic artists at West
Yorkshire Police, could prove to be the
future of compaosite imagery.

The software can produce pictures
of suspects within minutes and then
skilled artists can use other
computer software to manipulate the
likeness further until it is spot on.

The witness or victim tells the
artist the suspect's sex, race and
hairstyle and this information is
keyed into a laptop running the

software. The computer uses this
information to produce nine random
faces. The witness chooses the face
with the closest likeness.

The software then mutates this
face into nine more faces and the
witness chooses the next closest
likeness. This cycle continues until the
witness is happy that the image is as
close to the suspect’s face as possibie

it's at this point that a skilled
artist can manipulate and refine
the likeness even further using
other software such as Photoshop.

EigenFit works by translating
each image of a face into a string
of 50 numbers, called ‘principal
components'. if one of these numbers
is changed the face is altered. For
instance, the skin may become
darker or the nose may move slightly.

Once the witness is happy that
a feature is correct, this can be
“locked” and the rest of the face
can evolve around it. The EigenFit
software is being developed by
a team of scientists at the
University of Kent.

day, the victim's or witnesses' memories are all
you have to go on." end
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